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HOM E, SWEET II 0 M ECOMING 
A great number of people have been asking me lately, "What is 
Homecoming?" Yesterday, for 
example,  as I walked from my house 
to the establishment of Mr. Sigafoos, the local lepidopterist
 where 
I had left a half dozen tuna moths to be mounted - a distance of no 
more than three blocks -- I'll wager
 that well over a thousand people 
stopped me and said, "What is Homecoming?" 
Well, what with company coming for dinner and the cook down 
with a 
recurrence  of breakbone fever, I could not tarry to answer 
their questions. "Read my column next week," I cried to them. 
"I'll tell all about Homecoming." With that I 
brushed past and 
raced home to baste the mallard and apply poultices to the cook, 
who, despite my unending 
ministrations,  expired quietly during the 
night,  a woman in her prime, scarcely 108 years old. Though her 
passing grieved me, it was some satisfaction to he able
 to grant her 
last wish -- to be buried at sea - which is no small task when you 
live in Pierre, South Dakota. 
With the dinner guests fed and the cook laid to her watery rest, 
I put out the cat and turned to the problem of Homecoming. 
First of all, let 
us
 define Homecoming. Homecoming is a weekend 
when old graduates return to their alma maters
 to see a football 
game, 
ingest  great quantities of food and 





This occasion is 
marked  by the singing of old songs, the 
slapping  
of old backs, and the
 frequent utterance of such outcries
 as "Harry, 
you old polecat!" or 
"Harry, you old rooster!" 
or "Harry, you old 
wombat!" or "Harry, you old mandrill!" 




members  of the faculty
 behave with 
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 shouting, "Harry, you 
old retriever!" These 
unscholarly  
actions are 
performed in the 
hope
 that the old grads,
 in a transport 
of 
bonhomie,  will 
endow  a new 
geology
 building. 
The old grads, 
however,  are seldom 
seduced. By game 
time on 
Saturday, 
their  backs are so 
sore,  their eyes so 
bleary,  and their 
livers  so sluggish 
that  it is impossible
 to get a kind 
word  out of 
them, much
 less a new 
geology
 building. 
"Hinphh!"  they 
snort  as 
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 a 101 yard 
march  to a touchdown.
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killed in the third
 quarter. I mean
 he was 
pronounced
 dead. 
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stop
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Not on your 
tintype!  Back 
in
 he went 
and kicked the
 winning 
drop-kick  in the 
last four 
seconds
 of play, 
dead as he was. 
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 by George!" 
Everything,
 say the old 
grads, was 
better back in 
their day - 
everything 
except  one. Even 
the  most 
unreconstructed
 of the old
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 to admit that 
back in his day 
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